LOOK TO THE NORTH !

In the beautiful area of Monferrato, part of the Region of Piemonte, in the North
West of Italy a new generation of farmers and wine producers are delivering great
wine and even better food in a setting of spectacular beautywhilst adhering to
the traditional values of a land rich in culture and history



above, from left: Belvedere, Church of San Giacomo
and Historical Tower in Lu Monferrato.

below: Fubine, the famous passeggiata, with a
magnificient view over the hills

him to find a solution to the problem.

The Emperor summoned Aleramo and told him “ All the
land you can cover in a three days ride will be yours” .
Aleramo rode his mount so hard, in an effort to secure
as much land as possible, wore out the metal horseshoes
and shod the horse with brick to complete the journey,
and so the Monferrato region was defined in “settantadue
ore” (72 hours).

The name comes from the Italian Mon, from mattone,
meaning brick, and ferrato, meaning shod, in honour of
Aleramos’ choise of footwear for his steed.

From that point on, the forests started to disappear,
giving way to the farms, vineyards, vegetable and fruit
gardens, so creating the calm and tidy landscape we

see today.

This region is the birthplace of some famous people
including Umberto Eco, author of * The Name of the
Rose” who, although born in Alessandria, still considers
himself a Monferrino.The town of Alessandria is actually
on the flat land just outside Monferrato, however, borders
being condidered cultural rather than physical, the latter
is not always strictly adhered to.

Asti is another border town, which was an important and
independent centre long before the Monferrato region
became unified during the reign of the Aleramo dynasty
in 1300. The Astigiano area is a wedge that divides the
Monferrato Torinese (close to Turin) from the Monferrato
Casalese (close to Casale).



above: The Castle of Cereseto on top
of the hill

below: typical entrance to a house in
a Monferrato Village

At the very core of Monferrato is Casale, which has a thriving
city centre. There are some fine examples of beautiful baroque
architecture, including the Synagogue and the Romanic
Cathedral.

The history of Monferrato was not always a prosperous one.
In the years between 1950 and 1970 it became an economically
depressed area, with its population moving from the villages
to the cities (Milano, Torino, Genova) in order to work in factories.

From the middle of the 1980’s however, the situation reversed,
some people had amassed a small fortune during their years
in the cities and retourned to their roots. They invested their
newfound wealth in the growing Tourism and Winemaking
Industries.
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GETTING THERE

Air: fly to Turin, Milan or
Genova

Rail: t ake a train to Casale
from any train st ation in
Italy.

Road:

From T orino:

Autostrada Torino-
Milano/A4/E64, exit Chivasso
Est, Raccordo Est di
Chivasso, Circonvallazione

Fact File: Monferrato

di Verolengo/SS31BIS,
Casale Monferrato.

From Milano

Autostrada Torino-Milano/A4,
Alessandria, Gravellona Toce,
Autostrada Dei
Trafori/A26,Exit Casale
Monferrato nord

From Genova:

Autostrada Milano-
Genova/A7/E62, Autostrada
Dei Fiori/A10, Head towards:
Alessandria, Santhia’', Milano,

WHAT TO SEE:

the best way to get a flavour
of Monferrato is to drive as
the roadstake ci/ou through
the hills and all have
magnificent panoramic
points.The suggested route
traced on the map is only one
of many.

It starts from Casale, takes
you to Il Sacro Monte di Crea
and then onto a series of
Belvedere, panoramic points,
up to Lu where you can stop
to buy some local whine and
to have a rewarding meal.

WHERE TO EAT:

La Commedia della
Pentola,

Frazione Borghina 1, Lu
Monferrato, Al.
+390131741706
www.lacommediadellapento
la.it

A family run restaurant with
high class cuisine.

It is possible to stay overnight
as they have three lovely
double rooms.

Cycling tours around the area
are offered, with three
different levels of difficulty.

Organized tours of
Monferrato and Liguria are
available.

Pizzeria La Trinit a

Via Giovanni Colli, Lu
Monferrato, Al

It is worth having a pizza if
only to enjoy the al fresco
tables.

WHERE TO STAY:

La Commedia della
Pentola,

Frazione Borghina 1, Lu
Monferrato, Al.
+390131741706
www.lacommediadellapento
la.it

Tenuta San Martino

Strada Provinciale Moncalvo
18, +390142930029
info@vinisanmartino.com
Tenuta Colonna W ine
Resourt

Fraz. san Lorenzo, Ca’
Accatino. +390142933239
info@vinicolonna.it
Accornero Giulio e Figli
Ca Cima 1, Vignale.
+390142933317
info@accornerovini.it

PROPERTIES:

www .latoca.co.uk

A one stop tailored service
making it simple for you to
purchase, renovate or even
extend your new house in the
beautiful Piemonte Region.

WEDDINGS:

Sabina will organize your
dream wedding in Monferrato
monferratoweddings@hotm
ail.com



